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Abstract

Key words: Communality, Socialization, American middle —class, Korean

middle —class, Cross —cultural studies

“We're All Friends” vs “We're All Arum Class”™
Socialization of Communality and Sociality in American and Korean Preschools

Junehui Ahn*

In this paper, I comparatively examine the meanings of communality
enacted in the preschool classrooms of the U.S. and Korea. Based on
detailed ethnographic description of everyday socialization practices in two
preschools, I focus on three themes: the meanings of community, ways
of conceptualizing “sharing”, teachers’ attitudes towards competition.
The findings indicate that while teachers in the U.S. imagine an idealized
community as a place where everyone is included and treats one another
kindly, Korean teachers emphasize cooperation, oneness, and loving minds
as essential components of an ideal community. These different images of
community lead to varying practices and attitudes towards sharing and
competition. Sharing in the U.S. classroom typically means taking turns
while Korean teachers, in their practice of sharing, encourage children to
simultaneously use things together. Whereas teachers in the U.S. classroom
regard children’s competitive talk as socially appropriate expressions as long
as they accompany kindness, Korean teachers view children’s competition

as hindering social cooperation, and they thereby strive to prohibit

* Professor, Department of Urban Sociology, University of Seoul
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children’s competitive interactions. By articulating how so —called
sociocentric values are particularized in everyday activities of both
classrooms, the paper critically discusses previous dichotomous framework of
personhood and suggests the needs to pay attention to the multifacetedness

and inherent dynamism of human separateness and connectedness.



